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This workshop is targeted at beekeepers who are interested in methods 
of pest and disease control.  There will be lectures giving the background 
on various techniques such as hygiene including queen rearing; how to 
carry out drone trapping; and the use 
of oxalic acid as a acaricide.  Hygiene 
is  a natural behaviour of honeybee 
workers that helps confer resistance 
to brood diseases and to Varroa.  This 
will be followed by demonstrations on 
how to use these methods. 

The workshop will be taught by Professor Francis Ratnieks, Dr Karin Al-
ton, Mr. Norman Carreck, Mr. Hasan Altoufailia and Mr Luciano Scan-
dian of the Laboratory of Apiculture & Social Insects (LASI) at the Univer-
sity of Sussex.  LASI is investigating control of bee diseases as part of the 
Sussex Plan for Honeybee Health & Well Being and this session is aimed 
at helping beekeepers benefit from scientific knowledge. 

Dates 
The workshop will be taught twice: 13:00 - 17:00 Friday 7th August or 
13:00 - 17:00 Saturday 8th August. 

Venue 
The Laboratory of Apiculture & Social Insects, University of Sussex, Fal-
mer, Brighton. 

Cost 
There is a charge of  £5 towards the cost of refreshments and admini-
stration which will be payable when booking.  The workshop is limited to 
25 people per session.  Please note places will be allocated on a first 
come basis. 

For further details visit: http://www.sussex.ac.uk/lasi/newsandevents/
events/ivmworkshop 

And book your place on this workshop here: https://
alumni.sussex.ac.uk/lasi-workshops-2015 

Integrated Varroa Management 
Workshop 
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Northern Bee Books is again offering a substantial 
discount to West Sussex members on the annual 
price of the Beekeepers’ Quarterly magazine.  You 
can subscribe for just £20 p.a - a saving of £10 on 
the normal charge.  A similar discount is available 
on the e-version of the magazine - just £10, saving 
£10 on the normal subscription.  Take a look at 
http://beekeepers.peacockmagazines.com/read-sample for a sample of the publication.   
 
Subscriptions must be through WSBKA to ensure you receive the discount, so if you are interested in sub-
scribing or renewing your subscription just let me know.   
 
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Annual Subscription to Beekeepers’ Quarterly 

Some say there is no such thing as bad publicity, but I’m not so sure! 
 
Over the last few weeks honeybees have been doing what comes 
naturally to them at this time of the year - swarming!  If you are on 
the BBKA Swarm Collectors’ List you’ll know what I mean! 
 
But the number of recent swarms has led to some less than helpful 
comments in the press, some from so called ’experts’. 
 
A selection of headlines seen recently:  
 

“Middle class urban beekeepers blamed for town-centre 
swarms”. 
 

“Urban beekeepers behind rise in city bee swarms”. 
 

“Experts say novice beekeepers may not know how to prevent swarming in hives” 
 

“If beekeepers aren’t looking after their hives properly that could cause swarms” 
 

“Amateur beekeepers causing urban swarms”. 
 
So, there we have it!  According to the press and some ’experts’ we are all amateur and middle class!  

Swarms in the Press! 

 



Around the Divisions 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 9:30am - midday throughout June  -  Meetings at the Pease Pottage Training Apiary 

subject to the weather.  Further details from Melvyn Essen:  
chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Central Sussex website: www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 9th June - ‘My Simple Approach to Bee Improvement’.  Roger Patterson, BBKA Trustee and 

President, Wisborough Green BKA.   7:30pm at the Fishbourne Centre, Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne, 
Chichester, PO18 8BE.  
Further details from Henrietta Currey: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Wednesday 3rd & 24th June - Teaching Apiary Meeting at 6pm. 

Saturday 13th June  -  Teaching Apiary Meetings at 1:30pm.   

Further details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Sunday 14th June - Inspections at the Teaching Apiary.  

Wednesday 24th June - Mid Summer Picnic at Sompting Peverel, Church Lane.  6pm. 

Further details from Phil Carter:  philange5180@btinternet.com  or the WBKA website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 

... and Dates for your Diary 

 

Thursday 11th June - Saturday 13th June - South of England Show with the ever-popular Bees & 

Honey Tent.  Ardingly Showground near Haywards Heath.  Full details on their website: 

http://seas.org.uk/info/competing/competing-south-england-show/bees-honey/ 

 

Sunday 21st June - 69th Annual Cranleigh Show.  Enjoy a great family day out at the traditional country 

show just over the county boundary in the heart of the Surrey Hills.  This year the Show is being held on 
the Summer Solstice in a radical move away from their traditional August slot.  Wisborough Green bees 
will be on display. 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 
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Jim’s Jottings 

Chairman, Jim Norfolk continues his jottings for the County News. 
 

Feral Honeybee Colonies - One of the things I have noticed this year is the sur-

vival of feral colonies.  For the first spring, since they took up residence in 2007, 
the bees in my roof have made it through to spring.  In all previous years they died 
out around March.  On the ground the main reason was plain to see, DWV bees, 
but not this year.  While it is difficult to judge colony strength from outside, there 
are a lot of bees going in and out.  I was also called out earlier in the month to deal 
with a very large swarm which had come out of an old manor house, where a col-
ony had been for years.  There may have been augmentation of the bees by suc-
cessive swarms in earlier years but the size of the swarm suggests the colony had 
wintered well.  

 
Other people have also told me of overwintering feral colonies.  We could argue the causes, such as are 
our local bees becoming resistant to Varroa or has Varroa itself become less virulent?, but that is not the 
real issue.  We as beekeepers go out and collect swarms from feral and managed colonies alike and put 
them in our hives.  Then there are the ones that get away.  An inspection missed here or there and the 
bees are off to become someone’s pest control problem.  So what we have is a merry-go-round of bees 
from hives to the wild and back to hives.  In biological terms these colonies represent a population and 
populations respond to environmental pressures and evolve.   
 
So what are the main pressures on our bees?  Firstly they are different for feral and managed colonies. 
The number one for feral colonies may well be Varroa, whereas in a managed colony Varroa does not 
represent a selective pressure, since infestations are almost all monitored and treated.  Most managed 
colonies survive whether they are resistant to Varroa or not.  Managed colonies are selected for honey 
yield and behaviour and all the many characteristics one reads in the books, some of which such as low 
propolis are now believed not to be such a good idea.  Yet every year some of the feral bees who may 
well have Varroa resistance are brought into hives and treated, not tested.  Some people even go so far as 
to requeen their swarms in order to ‘improve’ them, losing the very survival advantages the feral swarm 
brings.  In their place we send out from managed hives swarms of mollycoddled bees which have not 
been selected for survival in the wild and we should not be surprised when most of them subsequently 
die out in their first winter, if not before.  
 
I don’t think we should underestimate the importance of these surviving feral colonies since they may 
well produce the 10 - 20% drone brood which wild colonies are said to have and if the drones are carrying 
Varroa resistance genes then they could have quite an impact on managed colonies when they mate with 
the new queens this year.  So here is a suggestion: collect swarms from feral colonies but don’t requeen 
them unless their behaviour is unacceptable.  Hive them and don’t treat them for Varroa but monitor 
them and maybe, just maybe some of them will make it through winter on their own. Local bees adapted 
to local conditions and resistant to Varroa, sounds good to me. 
 
 

Update on Queen Problems - We are making some progress.  I have been contacted by a beekeeper 

in Oxford who wishes to add his data for 2014 to ours and will join in the 2015 survey.  I have also been 
contacted by a beekeeper in North Devon who is an experienced microscopist and has sent me some im-
pressive photos of some of his work.  He is going to start collecting and dissecting queens from his area. 
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We’re on the web: 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
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I have dissected two of our queens so far.  One a virgin just emerged and the other one of last year’s 
queens, culled because her colony has become too stroppy to have in our teaching apiary.  Just a bit of 
practice since there was nothing obviously wrong with either queen.  It is of course necessary to under-
stand what is normal before looking for abnormalities.   
 

If anyone else wants to have a go, I am following the methods and procedures laid down in: Standard 
methods for Apis mellifera anatomy and dissection by Norman Carreck et al to be found in the Coloss Bee-
book www.coloss.org/beebook/I/anatomy with a few tips from the workshop on bee dissection run by 
Graham Royle and Bob Smith I attended last year, and from Bob Maurer’s book.  If you have any spare 
queens, please cage them and let me know, since freshly killed queens are better to dissect than frozen.  
It would be useful to know their history especially if they are from failing colonies.  I am grateful to 
WSBKA for funding the purchase of a dissecting microscope for this project. 
 
 

Jim 
 

chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

and finally... 

Congratulations to the following members on their success in recent Modules.  Chrissy Blakeman 
(Worthing) passed Module 6 - Behaviour with Credit; Jim Norfolk (Chichester) passed Module 8 -  Man-
agement, Health & History with Credit and Gordon Allan (Wisborough Green) passed Module 3 - Pests, 
Diseases and Poisoning. 

Examination Success 

http://www.coloss.org/beebook/I/anatomy
mailto:jimnorfolk@btinternet.com

